
The Kleptz Weekly Spark
January 19, 2021

Message from Dr. Wyandt and Mrs. Leingang:

Dear KELC Families,

This week, as we are reflecting on almost one year of remote and blending learning, we
thought we would share some tips and resources for our families as we continue learning
during this pandemic.

Tips for Completing School Work
School is not quite the same right now whether you are a remote learner or a face to face
learner.  At one time or another some of our young learners are struggling with completing
assignments or getting started on a task.  “I can’t do it” is often heard whether at home or in
school.  It may be frustrating for your child and for you.  So, what can we do to help?  Here are
some tips that have helped children and families cope with completing school work.

*First, getting started on a task, whether it is cleaning your room, reading a book or
completing a math problem, needs preparation.  Do you have everything you need to get
started?  Do you have a place to work, good lighting, and all the materials to complete your
work?  Do you know how to start? This is often the hardest part of completing any task, getting
started.  If this is a concern, can the task be broken down into smaller increments?  Breaking up
a task into smaller parts can seem more manageable to your child and to you.  As your child
gains success in completing an assignment, begin to build independence by having your child
work through each part by themselves and then show their work to you.

*Next, set a time for completing school work every day.  How does school work fit into
your family routine?  Having a set time becomes part of your child’s daily routine. They know
this is what they will be doing during this time. Then, put a time limit on your child’s work
time.  Most children at this age should not exceed more than 30 minutes on one assignment.  If
your child exceeds that limit, stop, write down the time and contact your child’s teacher.  They
can help!

*Making mistakes is okay! That is part of the learning process.  Think about learning to
ride a bike.  It didn’t happen in one try for most people.  We learn more about how we learn
and where we need help when we make a mistake than if everything is done correctly the first
time.  For families, it’s really hard not to correct your child’s school work.  We know - we’re
moms and even a Mimi!  But a teacher wants to know what your child knows, not what we
know.  Your child’s teacher can then offer strategies to work through the problem and continue
learning.



PAX Tools Zoom Training for Parents
We use PAX at the KELC to increase student regulation and strengthen peace,
productivity, health and happiness in the classroom. We are pleased to share with you
that the Montgomery County Educational Service Center is offering a PAX Tools Zoom
Training for Parents.  There will be 3 sessions. Parents or caregivers need to live and/or
work in Montgomery County in order to participate. No one will be turned away.
Parents will receive the PAX materials a�er they complete the training.   Please see the
attached flyer for more information and to register for the sessions.

Reading Tip of the Week:
Build that Foundation! Start with hearing what is being said.  Have your child give you a
word that rhymes with a word you say.  Ask them what’s the 1st sound in the word you
say.  Have them “chop” the sounds apart in the word you say.  The good news is this can
be done ANYWHERE!  (The car is a great time!)  It is all about listening and hearing what
has been said.

From Our School Nurse:
Please remember that if someone in your household is suspected of having COVID and
will be getting tested OR has been tested and is waiting on results, your child should stay
home until the test results are back. If a student has been in contact with a positive case in
the home, they will still need to quarantine from the last day of contact during the
positive person's 10 day isolation.

Have a wonderful week!

Sincerely,
Dr. Beth Wyandt, Principal

Mrs. Noelle Leingang, Preschool Director/Assistant Principal

Safety Protocols for the KELC
*All staff and students are required to wear masks as mandated by the governor.  If your
child cannot wear a mask due to medical reasons, you will need a doctor’s note and a
release of information so our nurse, Amy Phelps, can speak with the doctor.
*Students do not have to wear their mask at recess if they are maintaining 6 �. of social
distancing.
*Parents should do a symptom check before students get on the bus or come to school.

Symptom checklist:
*Fever over 100
*Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
*Cough
*Chills
*Sore throat
*Loss of taste/loss of smell



*Vomiting
*Diarrhea

*Students that have these symptoms will be quarantined and sent home.  There will be
adult supervision during quarantine at school.
*We know there are students that exhibit symptoms related to seasonal allergies.  Please
work with our school nurse, Amy Phelps, if you have any questions.

School Fees
School fees are due and can be paid online at www.northmontschools.net under Forms and Links.
The link is titled:  Pay School Fees.

Kindergarten - $52.80
First Grade - $62.70
iPad Insurance - $30.00

January Events
January 25 - Board of Education Meeting - Union Elementary

February Events
February 8 - Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 pm - Kleptz Early Learning Center
February 11 - Professional Development  - No Classes
February 12 - Parent/Teacher Conferences - No Classes
February 15 - Presidents’ Day - No Classes
February 18 and 19 - School Pictures
February 22 - Board of Education Meeting - 6:00 pm - Kleptz Early Learning Center

http://www.northmontschools.net

